Lesson 10: What Is the Church?





Key passage: Ephesians 5:22-33


Memory verse: Romans 12:5:





``So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.'' (NIV)





The Church is not merely a place for believers to gather.  It has its Biblical meanings:





I. Ekklesia -- Those God called out (II Cor 6:16-17)





It is a gathering of those called out by God.  Through the salvation by the Lord Jesus God had redeemed us to be His people.  He wants to dwell within us.





II. The house of God's children (or the house of God) (I Tim 3:15)





This is where God's children draw near to God to receive comfort, encouragement, forgiveness, supply and spiritual nurture.  The House of God is where we worship, praise and pray.





III. Where believers learn -- the pillar and foundation of the truth (I Tim 3:15)





It was according to the instructions of the Lord that the disciples taught people to obey the way of the Lord in the temple and at home.  (Acts 11:26)





IV. The body of the Lord (Rom 12:5; I Cor 12:27)





This is a special term.  Therefore, the church is not an organization but an organism.  Therefore she will grow.  





The church is also one unit.  The denominations we see nowadays are artificial.  The true church is universal, only one.





Because of geographical limitations, it is not possible for all believers to meet together.  But when we gather together in the Lord's name and partake of the Holy Communion (be it in a church building, at home or anywhere else), there is the church.





Therefore, when we assemble together, let us think of all as one body, believers collectively caring, feeling and relating to each other.  (Eph 4:4-6)














THE CHURCH





God calling men to covenant with them


To fellowship with them by the Holy Spirit and His word


In scripture reading, the voice of God rang out,


In sacraments, His deeds were seen,


In prayers and praise is the visible sign of the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the fellowship and worship of the believers,


In the church, believers receive the promises and forgiveness of God


Through the sign of the Baptism and Holy Communion, until the Lord's return.








====================================================


Homework:





1. As you know the meaning of the Church, what are your responsibilities to the Church?





		____________________________________________________





2. What do you like about our Sunday Worship? 





		____________________________________________________





3. What are the deficiencies of our Sunday Worship?





		____________________________________________________





4. What is your concept of the Church before this lesson?





		____________________________________________________





5. In your own words, describe your ideal church.





		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________





So far: 1. What do we believe?		6. What is holy communion?


2. How do I know I am saved?		7. What is witnessing?


3. What is prayer?				8. Why do we have offering/tithes?


4. Why should I read the Bible?		9. What is service?


5. What is baptism?			Today: 10. What is the church?





