Lesson 9: Using Your Gifts to Serve Each Other





Key passage: I Peter 4:10-11


Memory verse: I Peter 4:10:





``Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.'' (NIV)





I. We receive our gifts from God





	1) We are born with gifts,


	2) Gifts come with our rebirth and salvation, and


	3) Gifts are given by the Holy Spirit.





II. There are two groups of gifts in the church (Acts 6:1-4)





	1) PREACHING - ministry of the Word of God


	2) SERVING - ministry of living





III. Gifts function in serving each other





All who are saved are children of God,	therefore we must "love one another"  (I Jn 4:7-8).





We have the same life, therefore we must "fellowship with one another"  (Acts 2:42).





We are one body, therefore we must have "concern for each other"  (I Cor 12:25).





But we must also "serve each other", "help each other", that we may "build ourselves up in love", that the church may grow.  (Eph 4:16)





IV. The purpose of gifts is to glorify God (Jn 15:8; II Cor 1:20)





What glorifies God most is when the children of God practice the life of loving one another and serving one another.





V. The responsibility of receiving gifts is to be a good steward





See Jesus' parable in Matt 25:14-30.





Each member of our body has its function.  To accomplish the goal of serving one another, we must discover our gifts and be a good steward of the gifts we have received.








====================================================


Homework:





1. What are your specialties?  What gifts do you think God gave you?





		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________








2. Would you spend some effort to discover the gift(s) you have received, so as to "serve each other"?


		____________________________________________________





3. Describe a time you especially remember when someone helped you.





		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________





4. What do you think is the greatest deficiency in the body life of our church?





		____________________________________________________








5. You may be still growing and unclear about your gifts.  But in what area(s) do you think would be most likely for you to serve?





		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________











So far: 1. What do we believe?		Today: 9. What is service?


2. How do I know I am saved?


3. What is prayer?				Next lesson: 10. What is the church?


4. Why should I read the Bible?		


5. What is baptism?		


6. What is holy communion?


7. What is witnessing?


8. Why do we have offering/tithes?


