Lesson 8: Why Do We Offer?





Key passage: II Corinthians 9:6-15


Memory verse: II Cor 8:5:





``And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.'' (NIV)





Material offering is the responsibility of the believer.  Both the Old and New Testaments clearly taught about Christian offering.





The Lord Jesus Himself while on earth, sat before the treasury of the Temple to observe how people offer, and taught His disciples through the examples.  (Lk 21:1-4)





We offer because: 


I. We are God's stewards (Lk 12:42; I Pet 4:10)





We do not own whatever we have.  They are a trust from God for manangement.  So is our money.  Offering is merely returning to God what He has entrusted us.





II. Offering is part of worship





In the Old Testament, worship was inseparable from sacrifice.  Leviticus is a very good example.  In the New Testament, Paul urged the Corinthian believers to bring in their offerings when they meet on the first day of the week.  (I Cor 16:1-19)





Offering also glorifies God.  (II Cor 9:13)





III. Offering is a blessing





This is the teaching in both Old and New Testaments.  (Mal 3;10; Acts 20:35; II Cor 9:6-8)





The principle in the New Testament is that before we offer our money, we must offer ourselves.  (Rom 12:1-2; II Cor 8:8)





"For we were bought with a price."  (I Cor 6:20)





If we belong to Him, then all we have (including money) also belongs to Him.  Therefore, offering naturally is not difficult.





TITHING is the teaching of the Bible.  The tenth of what we receive belongs to God (Lev 27:30), therefore this one tenth must be offered.





====================================================


Homework:





1. Do you understand the meaning of stewardship?








2. Should we offer in expecatation of more blessings?








3. Do you practise regular monthly offering, or tithing (offering one tenth of your income)?








4. Do you have diffuculties in offering?








5. Would you start regular offering or tithing?





		____________________________________________________














So far: 1. What do we believe?		Today: 8. Why do we have offering/tithes?


2. How do I know I am saved?


3. What is prayer?				Next lesson: 9. What is service?


4. Why should I read the Bible?		10. What is the church?


5. What is baptism?		


6. What is holy communion?


7. What is witnessing?


