Lesson 7: What is witnessing?

· Key passage: Matthew 28:16-20

· Memory verse: John 15:27:

``And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.'' (NIV)

We have seen the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ, so we are witnesses of His work in our lives.

I. Why should we witness?

1. THE NEED OF THE WORLD


Without God and without hope, this inner emptiness is the greatest pain.


(Eph 2:1-3,12)

2. THE CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY


Being saved, how can we watch idly at those hopeless people on dangerous grounds?  
Furthermore, Christ Himself had also commanded us to witness.


(Eze 33:7-11; Prov 24:11-12)

3. CHRIST'S EXAMPLE


Not only did Christ preach to the crowd, He also did personal evangelism.


John chs 1,3,4,5,8,9 all recorded His personal evangelism.

II. What to witness

Through your own testimony, give witness that the Lord Jesus is the Savior, then invite the person to believe and accept Him.  Three Steps:

1. CONCISELY STATE HOW YOU ARE SAVED  (Jn 9;25; Mk 5:19)


How you have become a new person.

2. STATE CLEARLY THAT THE LORD JESUS IS THE SAVIOR


a. He is the Son of God (Jn 1:18)


b. He was crucified for the world, accomplishing redemption (Mk 10:45)


c. He rose from the dead, giving new life, that we may be children of God



(II Cor 5:17)

3. WE MUST BELIEVE IN HIM  (Acts 16:31)


First repent then accept Jesus as one's personal Savior.

III. An example: John 4

1. WITNESS BY ORDINARY CONTACT  (4:7)

2. ESTABLISH COMMON INTEREST  (4:7)


Not be preachy right from the start.

3. AROUSE INTEREST  (4:9-15)


The Lord aroused the woman's curiosity.

4. DON'T BE HASTY


Jesus led the woman step by step.

5. DON'T BE JUDGMENTAL  (4:18)


The Lord did not condemn her, she condemned herself.

6. STAY ON THE THEME  (4:19-26)

7. DIRECT HIM/HER TO THE LORD (4:25-26)

"And you also must testify, for you have been with Me from the beginning."  (Jn 15:27)

"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  (Acts 1:8)

===========================================================

Homework: Part I: MY TESTIMONY

1. MY BACKGROUND

2. MY PREVIOUS VIEW OF GOD AND ETERNITY

3. HOW I ENCOUNTERED JESUS CHRIST

4. WHO IS JESUS CHRIST

5. HOW I ACCEPTED HIM

6. WHAT HAS HE DONE FOR MY LIFE NOW

Homework: Part II
1. What is our responsibility to those outside of Christ?  (Acts 22:15)



____________________________________________________

2. What is the state of those without Christ?  (Jn 3:18)



____________________________________________________

3. How can we witness for the Lord with our lives?  (Jn 13:35)



____________________________________________________

4. Who is central to our witness?  Why?  (Jn 14:6)



____________________________________________________

5. Would you start praying for some of your non-believing friends and relatives?  Write down their names.



____________________________________________________



____________________________________________________

6. How would you help them to know Christ?  Write down your plan step by step.



____________________________________________________



____________________________________________________



____________________________________________________



____________________________________________________

So far: 1. What do we believe?

Today: 7. What is witnessing?

2. How do I know I am saved?

3. What is prayer?



Next lesson: 8. Why do we have offering/tithes?

4. Why should I read the Bible?

9. What is service?

5. What is baptism?


10. What is the church?

6. What is holy communion?

