Lesson 5: What Is Baptism?





Key passage: Matthew 28:16-20


Memory verse: Mark 16:16:





``Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.'' (NIV)





There are only 2 sacraments in the Christian faith: Baptism and Holy Communion.  Both of them were established and commanded by the Lord Jesus Himself.  They are therefore observed by the Church throughout the ages (Matt 26:28).  Actually, while preaching on earth, the Lord had already commanded his disciples to baptize others.  (Jn 3:22; 4:1-2)





Sacraments are sacred (holy) symbols each with their own special meaning.  Baptism has meaning, too:





I. Belonging to Christ





Baptism was a sacrament prophets of the time performed on their disciples (Jn 1:25) signifying coming under the prophet's name.  (Jn 4:11; I Cor 10:1-2)





As we are baptised in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, it means we have come under the name of the Triune God (Matt 28:19) as well as belonging to Christ from now on.  (Gal 3:27)





As unbelievers, we belonged to the Devil, and the world (Jn 8:23,44; 15:19; I Jn 4:5-6), obeying the Devil, in enmity with God and were slaves of Sin.  But because of the redemption by the precious blood of Jesus Christ, we have been freed from the bondage of the Devil into liberty (Eph 2:1-6; Col 1:13).  Now we belong to Christ, to God.  





Baptism is the sign that we now belong to Christ and to God.





II. The Testimony of Sins Cleansed (Acts 22:16; Heb 10:22)





Baptism in the original text has the meaning "to dip".  But the water of baptism is not able to cleanse us of our sins, only the Lord's blood can cleanse us of our sins.  (Heb 9:14,22)





Baptism is an outer testimony of inner cleansing.


�
III. Testimony of Salvation (I Pet 3:20-21)





Peter used the flood at Noah's time as an archetype for the baptism of our time.  As Noah and his family was saved through the ark, we are saved through the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus.





Baptism is our testimony to the world that we have been saved through believing in the death and resurrection of the Lord.  





Noah was saved through the water.  Likewise, by baptism, we are saved through the water.  This is our testimony of salvation.





IV. Union With Christ (Rom 6:1-5)





Believing in the Lord, our sins are forgiven, we are saved and at the same time receive His life.  Through this life, we are in Him.  Therefore, when He was crucified, buried and raised from the dead, in Him, we are also crucified, buried and resurrected with Him.  





Just as being descendants of Adam, we have Adam's life and are in him.  Therefore, when Adam sinned, even though we were not born yet, we were in him.





Likewise, when we received the Lord's life, we are in Him.  Baptism is the testimony of this union.





V.  Becoming One Body (I Cor 12:13)





Paul explained the truth of the church as a body.  There may be many members, but the body is one.  Whenever we are baptised, we become a member of the body of Christ.  In the church, we are members to each other.  We share the same life -- in help, in love and in care.  Baptism is the testimony that we have become one body.





CONDITIONS FOR BAPTISM





1. REPENT  (Acts 2:38)





2. BELIEVE  (Acts 8:12) 





Whenever we have really repented and really believed, we can be baptised.  (Acts 8:26-40)




















===============================================================


Homework:





1. Write out the meanings of baptism in your own words





		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________





2. Would you want to be baptized at the nearest opportunity?     ____________





3. Why do you think you are ready for baptism?


OR, why do you think you are not ready for baptism?





		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________











So far: 1. What do we believe?


2. How do I know I am saved?


3. What is prayer?


4. Why should I read the Bible?





Today: 5. What is baptism?





Next lesson: 6. What is holy communion?


7. What is witnessing?


8. Why do we have offering/tithes?


9. What is service?


10. What is the church?





