Lesson 4: Why Read the Bible?





Key passage: II Timothy 3:14-17


Memory verse: II Tim 3:16-17:





``All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.'' (NIV)





A quote from Andrew Murray: "True fellowship is when God talks with me.  If I only pray but do not know how to use God's Word, then I am using my own words and thoughts.  To have power in prayers, the best way is to obtain God's mind through God's word, then bringing to God, we can really pray according to God's will.  The word of God is indeed inseparable from true prayer."





Prayer and Reading the Bible are 2 indispensable items in the daily spiritual life of every Christian.





I. The Bible is God's Word





It is God's instructions to us.  (Heb 1:1-2; II Tim 3:16)


The Bible, a collection of 66 books, was written in the span of 16 centuries, by 36 authors.  It is divided into the Old and New Testaments, 39 books in the Old and 27 books in the New.  The authors, times and backgrounds were all different, and most do not know each other, yet these 66 books have a central theme: THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.  It is also best expressed by the word: COME.





The Old Testament predicts: CHRIST WILL COME





The Gospel proclaims: CHRIST HAS COME





The Acts to Revelation: CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN





"Behind the entire Bible is one person.  The Old Testament predicts Him.  The Gospels introduce Him.  The Acts proclaim Him.  The Epistles acquire Him.  Revelations exult Him."  (Scroggie).





The Theme of the Bible is not only Christ.  It is also the redemptive plan God has for mankind through Christ.





Though attacked again and again, the Bible remains indestructible and the best seller.  E.g. Scores of years ago, the Bible was to be wiped out of Russia, yet today, the new Russsia welcomes the Bible and missionaries.


Fulfillment of biblical prophesies and the effectiveness of the Bible prove that it is indeed the Word of God.





II. The Advantage of Reading the Bible





1. Wisdom for salvation (II Tim 3:15)





2. Spiritual growth (I Pet 2:2)





3. Guidance in living (II Tim 3:16)





4. Knowing God (Heb 1:1-2; Jn 1:18)





5. Overcoming the enemy's temptations (Eph 6:17; Matt 4:4)











III. How to Study the Bible





Matt 5:1-12:


A GODLY, RECEPTIVE, BELIEVING, AND HUNGERING HEART





One should always pray before reading the Bible, that the Holy Spirit may open the inner eye to understand the wonders of God's word.  Afterwards, one should ask the Holy Spirit to grant the strength to practise the way of the Lord, setting deep the foundation of faith.





Again, though there are 66 books in the Bible, as we read each book, do not forget its theme is "Through Jesus Christ, God redeems the human race."  





1. Mark important passages -- especially where God spoke to you personally.





2. Try listing the outline and theme





3. Write down important persons, stating their significance.





4. Find and memorize the key verse in each chapter.





5. Write down special teachings and promises





6. Note teachings on God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit





7. Ask for the Holy Spirit's help to practice what you read in daily living





8. Essentials: PEN, PAPER, PRAYER, PURPOSE











Homework:


I. In the following passages, what is the WORD (or "teaching")?  What does it do?  


1. John 17:17


		____________________________________________________





2. John 8:31-32


		____________________________________________________





3. I Peter 1:23


		____________________________________________________





4. Hebrews 5:13


		____________________________________________________





5. Philippians 2:16


		____________________________________________________





6. I John 2:5


		____________________________________________________





7. Hebrews 4;12 (5 things)


		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________





II. To understand God's Word:


1. What should we know first?  (II Pet 1:20-21)





		____________________________________________________





2. What should happen to a person's life first?  (I John 3:3)





		____________________________________________________





3. Who is our Teacher?  (John 16:13)





		____________________________________________________





Next lesson: What is baptism?


6. what is holy communion


7. witnessing for Jesus


8. what is offering


9. what is ministry/service


10. what is the church





