Lesson 2: The Assurance of Salvation





Key passages: I John 5:9-15, John 3:1-20


Memory verse: I John 5:13:





``I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.'' (I Jn 5:13, NIV)





The gospel is the power of God: ``For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes'' (Rom 1:16)


``That if you confess with you mouth, `Jesus is Lord', and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.'' (Rom 10:9)





I. Why do we need salvation?


1) We are lost (Lk 19:10).


	We don't know what is the right thing to do, or the purpose of life. (Is 53:6)


2) Without God, we are without hope (Eph 2:12).


	Ever since Adam and Eve sinned, we have been separated from God.  The


	material things of this world cannot fill the void in our hearts.


3) We are sinners (Rom 3:23).


	The problems in today's society are because we have lost the true standard


	of right and wrong.


4) We are slaves to sin (Jn 8:34).


	We cannot help but commit sin; we do not have freedom from sin.


5) We are dead in our sins (Eph 2:1).


	We cannot save ourselves.





So we need to receive God's way to salvation, which is Jesus dying for us and coming back from the dead to give us life.  Without this, we do not have freedom and only have the fearful expectation of God's judgment.





II. What are the steps to salvation?


A summary of what we need to do to be saved is presented in: Acts 2:37-38, 16:31





1) Repent


	a) Know our own sins (Lk 18:13)


	b) Be sorry for our sins (Lk 19:8)


	c) Confess our sins before God (Lk 19:18)


	d) Ask for God's forgiveness (Ps 32:1, I Jn 1:9)





2) Believe in Jesus Christ


	a) Believe Jesus is God's Son (Jn 20:31)


	b) Believe Jesus died and rose again (Rom 10:9).


	    His death was in our place, and His resurrection demonstrated victory


	    over sin and death. (Rom 4:25)


	c) Receive Jesus into our hearts (Jn 1:12)


	d) Believing means to trust Him, to commit ourselves to Him.


	    ``Lord'' means Jesus is our boss; we no longer do just what we want to do





III. How do we know we are saved?


1) When our sins are forgiven, our guilt is taken away (1Jn 1:9),


   and we have the joy of salvation (Ps 51:12)


2) Jesus lives in our hearts (Rev 3:20)


3) Our lives will be made new (II Cor 5:17), with purpose and power





========================================================


Homework:


1. To become a Christian, what must one do? (hint: see John 1:12)





		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________





2. To believe in Jesus Christ is to possess ______________ and to be free from 





_________ (John 5:24).  What did Christ do with our sins? (I Peter 2:24-25)





		____________________________________________________





3. One way to express faith in Christ is to pray and ask Him to _______________


(Rev. 3:20)


	a) What is our part?


		____________________________________________________


	b) What is His part?


		____________________________________________________


	c) If you have invited Christ into your life, where is He right now?


		____________________________________________________


	d) How do you know?


		____________________________________________________





4. As you begin to live the Christian life, what three evidences will assure you that you know Jesus Christ?


	a) I John 2:3


		____________________________________________________


	b) I John 3:14


		____________________________________________________


	c) Romans 8:16


		____________________________________________________





5. Now, can you answer the following questions without any doubt?


	a) Is Jesus Christ your personal savior?     ______


	b) Have you become a member of God's family?    _______


	c) What kind of life do you now possess?    _______________


	d) Are your sins forgiven?  _______


	e) Are you sure of your salvation?      ________











Next lesson: What is Prayer


4. how to read the bible


5. what is baptism


6. what is holy communion


7. witnessing for Jesus


8. what is offering


9. what is ministry/service


10. what is the church





