Lesson 1: Believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God





Key passage: John 1:1-18


Memory verse: John 20:31





The foundation of our faith:


``But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.'' (Jn 20:31, NIV)





I. Believe in Jesus:


Our faith is not the doctrine of a Christian religion.  You believe in the person of Jesus.  The four gospels are a record of Jesus the person, not a religion.  Jesus is the foundation of the Bible.  The Bible asks us to believe in Him, not in a religion.


(John 3:16, 3:35, 6:35, 7:37-38, 9:35-38, 14:11, 20:31, Acts 16:31)





II. Believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God


Christ (in Greek) is "the Anointed One", the "Messiah" (in Hebrew).  He is God's servant sent to save us.  In today's language, he was sent with a comission.  Jesus is God himself; he came in the form of a man.





He came with three purposes:


1) To reveal God, so people will know God.  (John 1:18)


2) To seek and save us (Luke 19:10)


3) To be an atoning sacrifice for our sins (Romans 3:23-25)





The testimony that Jesus is the Son of God:


1) The testimony that God gives about Jesus:


He is God's only Son (Matthew 3:16-17)





2) The testimony that people give about Jesus: (John 1:29,34, Matthew 27:54)





3) The testimony that Jesus gives about himself:  His words and His deeds


	- His words: Jn 5:17-18, 10:27-30


	- His deeds:


		- forgive sins (Mk 2:1-13)


		- calm seas (Mk 4:35-41)


		- conquer Satan (Mk 5:1-24)


		- give life (Mk 5:21-24, 35-43)


		- own resurrection (Mk 16:1-8)

















III. When we believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, we obtain:


1) forgiveness of sins


2) salvation of the spirit


3) new life


4) power for living





So believing in Jesus is:


1) completely committing ourselves to Him; it is not just understanding that His words are reasonable (Jn 2:23-25)


2) and to receive Him (Jn 1:12).




















========================================================


Homework:


What did Jesus claim for Himself in the following verses?


1. Mk 14:61-62:


		____________________________________________________


2. Jn 10:30, 14:9


		____________________________________________________


3. Mt 28:18


		____________________________________________________


4. Jn 14:6


		____________________________________________________


5. Jn 6:38, 8:42,58


		____________________________________________________





What did Jesus claim to do in the following verses?


1. Jn 5:22


		____________________________________________________


2. Mt 9:6


		____________________________________________________


3. Jn. 6:47


		____________________________________________________





What did Jesus predict?


1. Mk 9:31


		____________________________________________________


2. Lk 18:31-33


		____________________________________________________


3. Jn 14:1-3


		____________________________________________________





What did Jesus Christ claim to be in Jn 5:17-18?





		____________________________________________________





Describe the purpose of Christ's death as it is related in I Pet 2:24





		____________________________________________________





For a period of six weeks after His resurrection, Jesus Christ walked and talked with many individuals and groups.  As recorded in I Cor 15:5-8, who saw Him?  Please list.


		____________________________________________________





		____________________________________________________





Next week: the Assurance of Salvation


3. what is prayer


4. how to read the bible


5. what is baptism


6. what is holy communion


7. witnessing for Jesus


8. what is offering


9. what is ministry/service


10. what is the church





